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to stand silently to the side in his 
quest to negotiate with Iran. I cannot 
do that. In these perilous times, we 
can’t afford silence. Iran’s unhindered 
quest for a nuclear weapon and support 
for global terrorism threatens the sta-
bility of the Middle East, the security 
of our allies in the region, and the very 
existence of Israel. 

Just last week, Iran conducted mili-
tary drills to sink a replica Nimitz 
class aircraft carrier. While it made for 
some great propaganda film, I can’t say 
it builds my confidence in Iran as nego-
tiating in good faith. These hostile ac-
tions shouldn’t be rewarded with fur-
ther appeasement. 

Madam Speaker, I daresay that this 
administration is more willing to nego-
tiate with Iran than with Congress. If 
this administration was as firm in ne-
gotiating with Iran as with veto 
threats, we might actually stop Iran 
from getting the bomb. 

We have a close ally in a dangerous 
region of the world and must stand 
strong. We are seeing too vividly the 
threat of radical Islam as its depravity 
sweeps across the Middle East. There is 
no more urgent of a time than right 
now for Congress to unequivocally 
stand with Israel. 

Tomorrow, Israeli Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu will be in this 
very Chamber speaking to Congress. 
The subject matter is timely: the 
threat of a nuclear Iran. In recent 
years, I have heard the leaders of 
Ukraine and South Korea address Con-
gress, and we will soon hear from lead-
ers of Afghanistan and the Vatican as 
well. 

I understand that President Ashraf 
Ghani of Afghanistan was invited in ex-
actly the same manner as Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu. It is curious as to 
why we don’t hear the same roar of dis-
approval. 

We know that a nuclear Iran would 
tilt the balance of power across the re-
gion and across the world, throwing 
weight to the ill intentioned and the 
evil terrorist actors. This is a message 
that bears repeating again and again, 
whether by me or by the Prime Min-
ister of Israel or by anybody who rec-
ognizes the threat. 

As steadfast allies in our commit-
ment to freedom, democracy, and 
peace, I welcome Prime Minister 
Netanyahu tomorrow. 

Mr. STEWART. Thank you, Dr. 
WENSTRUP. 

So we conclude our time tonight. Do 
you sense, do you understand, those of 
you who are listening and watching, do 
you see that we have legitimate and 
deeply-held concerns about the direc-
tion that this administration is mov-
ing? There are so many questions. Can 
we trust Iran? 

You have seen and heard example 
after example of how they have worked 
against our interests, how they have 
been a destructive influence in so many 
parts of the world. 

We ask the question, as I asked Sec-
retary Kerry last week: Can you give 

me a single example of them 
partnering with us or any of our allies 
in any positive way? The answer was 
no. 

Are we being true to our allies? Israel 
is our only friend and ally in a chaotic 
part of the world. They recognize and 
respect human rights, including minor-
ity rights, including the rights of 
women. 

They have called this an existential 
threat. There is a reason they call 
Israel a one-bomb nation. That is all it 
would take to destroy their entire 
country. Could we allow ourselves to be 
put in a position where that might be 
their reality? Is this in agreement with 
our own national interest? 

Remember the map that I showed 
you, North Korea, throughout Asia, the 
Middle East, Central and South Amer-
ica, even on our borders of Mexico. 

Finally, Madam Speaker, I hope the 
President understands our concerns. I 
hope he isn’t so determined to add a 
feather in his legacy cap that would 
conclude an agreement that endangers 
our allies or our own national interest. 

I sit on the House Select Committee 
on Intelligence. I am reminded almost 
daily in the briefings that we have that 
we live in a dangerous and chaotic 
world. It is unpredictable. It is becom-
ing more so. It is dark and chaotic. 

As Abraham Lincoln said, we are the 
‘‘last best hope of Earth.’’ That was 
true when he said it. It is true when I 
taught my children that. It will still be 
true when my children teach my grand-
children, but it will only be true if we 
stand by those principles that allow us 
to secure our own freedom and to pro-
tect the interests of our allies to whom 
we have made meaningful and impor-
tant promises. 

With that, we conclude this time, 
asking the President to listen to our 
concerns and to address them as he 
moves forward with this critically im-
portant issue. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
COMSTOCK). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of 
rule I, the Chair declares the House in 
recess subject to the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 8 o’clock and 53 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 2130 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. FOXX) at 9 o’clock and 30 
minutes p.m. 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 749, PASSENGER RAIL RE-
FORM AND INVESTMENT ACT OF 
2015, AND PROVIDING FOR PRO-
CEEDINGS DURING THE PERIOD 
FROM MARCH 6, 2015, THROUGH 
MARCH 13, 2015 

Mr. WOODALL, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 114–36) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 134) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 749) to reauthorize Fed-
eral support for passenger rail pro-
grams, and for other purposes, and pro-
viding for proceedings during the pe-
riod from March 6, 2015, through March 
13, 2015, which was referred to the 
House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. CRENSHAW (at the request of Mr. 
MCCARTHY) for today on account of 
travel delays due to inclement weath-
er. 

Mr. TONKO (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of attend-
ing a funeral. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled a bill 
of the House of the following title, 
which was thereupon signed by the 
Speaker on Friday, February 27, 2015: 

H.R. 33. An act to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to ensure that emergency 
services volunteers are not taken into ac-
count as employees under the shared respon-
sibility requirements contained in the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. WOODALL. Madam Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 31 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, March 3, 2015, at 10 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

614. A letter from the Chair, Board of Gov-
ernors of the Federal Reserve System, trans-
mitting the Board’s semiannual Monetary 
Policy Report, pursuant to Pub. L. 106-569; to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

615. A letter from the Deputy Director, Ad-
ministration for Children and Families, De-
partment of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Head Start Program (RIN: 0970-AC46) re-
ceived February 25, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce. 

616. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
ODRM, CCIIO, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Major final rule — Patient Protection 
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and Affordable Care Act; HHS Notice of Ben-
efit and Payment Parameters for 2016 [CMS- 
9944-F] (RIN: 0938-AS19) received February 
25, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

617. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislation, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the FY 2013 
Performance Report to Congress for the Of-
fice of Combination Products, as required by 
the Medical Device User Fee and Moderniza-
tion Act of 2002; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

618. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislation, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Final Re-
port to Congress on the Implementation of 
Section 3507 of the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act of 2010; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

619. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislation, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s report entitled ‘‘Annual Report to 
Congress on the Use of Mandatory Recall Au-
thority’’, submitted pursuant to Sec. 206f of 
the FDA Food Safety Modernization Act, 
Pub. L. 111-353; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

620. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Homeland Defense and Global Security, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s Cooperative Threat Reduction 
(CTR) Annual Report to Congress for Fiscal 
Year 2016, in accordance with Sec. 1341, 1342 
and 1343 of the Department of Defense Coop-
erative Threat Reduction Act (50 U.S.C.); to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

621. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and En-
ergy Efficiency, National Nuclear Security 
Administration, Department of Energy, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Assistance to Foreign Atomic Energy Activi-
ties (RIN: 1994-AA02) received February 24, 
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

622. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a determination, pursuant to 
Sec. 451 of the Foreign Assistance Act; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

623. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 14-146, 
pursuant to the reporting requirements of 
Sec. 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

624. A letter from the Chief Information 
Security Officer, Homeland Security, trans-
mitting the Department’s FY 2014 Federal 
Information Security Management Act Re-
port and Privacy Management Report, as di-
rected by Pub. L. 107-347; to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

625. A letter from the District of Columbia 
Auditor, Office of the District of Columbia 
Auditor, transmitting a report entitled ‘‘The 
District of Columbia Board of Elections 
Election Day Preparation and Administra-
tion Can Be Improved’’; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

626. A letter from the Deputy Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Atlantic Highly Migratory Species; 
2006 Consolidated Atlantic Highly Migratory 
Species (HMS) Fishery Management Plan; 
Amendment 7; Correction [Docket No.: 
120328229-5064-03] (RIN: 0648-BC09) received 
February 24, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

627. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-

tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Atlantic Highly Migratory 
Species; Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Fisheries 
[Docket No.: 120328229-4949-02] (RIN: 0648- 
XD672) received February 24, 2015, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

628. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s temporary rule 
— Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Atka Mackerel in the Bering Sea 
and Aleutian Islands Management Area 
[Docket No.: 131021878-4158-02] (RIN: 0648- 
XD750) received February 26, 2015, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

629. A letter from the Deputy Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary final rule — Fisheries of the North-
eastern United States; Atlantic Herring 
Fishery; Adjustments to 2015 Annual Catch 
Limits [Docket No.: 141002820-5113-01] (RIN: 
0648-XD536) received February 24, 2015, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

630. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s temporary rule 
— Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Atka Mackerel in the Bering Sea 
and Aleutian Islands Management Area 
[Docket No.: 131021878-4158-02] (RIN: 0648- 
XD744) received February 24, 2015, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

631. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s temporary rule 
— Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Reallocation of Pacific Cod in 
the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Manage-
ment Area [Docket No.: 131021878-4158-02] 
(RIN: 0648-XD725) received February 24, 2015, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

632. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s temporary rule 
— Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by Pot Catcher/Proc-
essors in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands 
Management Area [Docket No.: 131021878- 
4158-02] (RIN: 0648-XD758) received February 
28, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

633. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s temporary rule 
— Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, 
and South Atlantic; Coastal Migratory Pe-
lagic Resources of the Gulf of Mexico and 
South Atlantic; Trip Limit Reduction [Dock-
et No.: 001005281-0369-02] (RIN: 0648-XD717) re-
ceived February 24, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

634. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s temporary rule 
— Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Reallocation of Pollock in the 
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands [Docket No.: 
131021878-4158-02] (RIN: 0648-XD728) received 
February 24, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

635. A letter from the Assistant Attorney 
General, Office of Legislative Affairs, De-

partment of Justice, transmitting the De-
partment’s quarterly report from the Office 
of Privacy and Civil Liberties for the second 
quarter of FY 2014, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 
2000ee-1(f); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

636. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule 
— Foreign Tax Credit Splitting Events [TD 
9710] (RIN: 1545-BK50) received February 25, 
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

637. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only 
rule — Work Opportunity Tax Credit (WOTC) 
Extension for 2014 [Notice 2015-13] received 
February 25, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

638. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only 
rule — Round 2 of Section 48A Phase III Pro-
gram under the Qualifying Advanced Coal 
Project Program [Notice 2015-14] received 
February 25, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

639. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only 
rule — Applicable Federal Rates — March 
2015 (Rev. Rul. 2015-4) received February 25, 
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

640. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only 
rule — Small Business Modifications to 
Tangibles Method Changes (Rev. Proc. 2015- 
20) received February 25, 2015, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

641. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only 
rule — Excise Tax on High Cost Employer- 
Sponsored Health Coverage [Notice 2015-16] 
received February 25, 2015, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

642. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislation, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s report entitled ‘‘Report to Congress 
on the Administration, Cost and Impact of 
the Quality Improvement Organization (QIO) 
Program for Medicare Beneficiaries for Fis-
cal Year 2011’’; jointly to the Committees on 
Energy and Commerce and Ways and Means. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. MILLER of Florida: Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. H.R. 280. A bill to author-
ize the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to re-
coup bonuses and awards paid to employees 
of the Department of Veterans Affairs; with 
an amendment (Rept. 114–32, Pt. 1). Referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. SMITH of Texas: Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology. H.R. 1029. A 
bill to amend the Environmental Research, 
Development, and Demonstration Authoriza-
tion Act of 1978 to provide for Scientific Ad-
visory Board member qualifications, public 
participation, and for other purposes; with 
an amendment (Rept. 114–33). Referred to the 
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